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We are glad we are Americans! 
Our great Republic is still the 
best country in the world, and 
we pray God to keep it so until 
His Kingdom comes. We are glad 
for the courage and moral stam- 


ina of the fathers of this nation, 





fearless men who had the fore- 
sight to create in the New 


World a form of government in 





which church and state are 
entirely separated, where 
liberty of conscience, of speech, 
and of the press are guaranteed 
as the natural and inalienable 
rights of man. 
“Where men may speak, unshackled and unawed, 
High words of Truth, for Freedom and for God.” | 
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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the Messace you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 
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The Kingdom of God 


Pocket-size edition 


To the King—Jesus—the subject was 
vital: 


@e The “Kingdom of God” occurs 
over 100 times in the four Gospels 


e Jesus taught His disciples to pray 
for the Kingdom to come 


@ He preached the Kingdom mes- 
sage throughout every city and 
village 


To Christians today the subject is 
equally as vital: 


@ They are pressing into it 
@ They are proselyting for it 
@ They are prevailing because of it 


What are you doing for the Kingdom 
cause? 


This book will help you inform 
your friends, neighbors, relatives 


@ When the Kingdom will come 
© How it will come 


@ Who can participate 





One copy 10 

One dozen copies 1.00 

re ree 5.00 
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TAKE NOTICE 


Your copy of 


INSPIRATIONS 
in 
ABC 


is waiting for you. 


56 pages of wholesome poems, stories, 
and pictures in full color. 


A book that’s different 


Size 8% by 11 
$1.25 each. 
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On Rising and Shining 
Dear Sister, 

Your letters always arouse us and help us 
to take fresh courage. ; 

So we must realize how we should become 
renewed in the Spirit of our minds. Awake, 
rise and shine as the beautiful spring season 
has shone upon us, and work to keep our 
spiritual temperature rising and that we may 
keep warm within. 

Charlottesville, Va. J. A. P. 


On Being Stirred to Action 


Dear Maranatha Sister, 

The reason we so often question God’s 
faithfulness is because we have not stored a 
goodly supply of His never failing promises 
in the deep confines of our hearts. When we 
permit our spiritual vitality to drop to a non- 
stirring position, the danger signals flash 
red with warning. We had better bestir our- 
selves “to search our ways and try our hearts 
again.” And quickly find the cause why we 
are so slow to believe and to do. Let us 
therefore examine our works for willingness 
and determination and keep the temperature 
at full speed never relaxing even for a second 
on enemy territory. 

Temptations are the lot of every Christian. 
We cannot escape them entirely but we can 
step out of their way or be ready for them 
when they come. Jesus was tempted in all 
points like as we are. Yet we are told that He 
never let His faith in God waver or die. He 
always had it in an effectual working con- 
dition. 

We cannot and must not slacken our pace 
now when the hour on the clock of time 
indicates how close the Master of the house 
is at hand. 

South Amboy, N. J. Mrs. L. M. K. 


On the Use of our Tongue 


Dear Friend, 

How careful that we watch our conver- 
sations, for it is a full-sized job to always 
order them aright. Some are more ready 
talkers than others and if all our words were 
spoken into a wire recorder, we would speak 
less and with more care. 

To prepare for tomorrow is the right use 
of today and every day. To lay up treasures 
in Heaven, we must make and keep strong 
resolves for they are like blossoms; actions 
like fruits. Said one, “I am careful of the 
words I say, to keep them soft and sweet. I 
never know from day to day which ones I 
will have to eat.” By our words we shall be 
justified and by our words we shall be con- 
demned. 


Each life must touch so many lives 
From morn till set of sun 

Leave many marks for right or wrong 
By things that we have done. 


Each new day we should make a wish 
And then in earnest, pray 

Lord, keep my life! Help other lives 
That I shall meet today. 


Yorkville, N. Y. M. M. N. 
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Freedom With Security 


¢¢ ANY, O Lord my God, are thy wonderful works 

M which thou hast done, and thy thoughts which 

are to us-ward: they cannot be reckoned up in 

order unto thee: if I would declare and speak of them, 
they are more than can be numbered.” 

Not the least of our latter-day blessings is the privilege 
of living in the United States of America. It is our sheer 
good fortune that we were born in this land of freedom 
and plenty. By the grace of God we are what we are. Let 
us remember this with humility when we are tempted to 
feel superior to or intolerant toward those of less favored 
lands or races. 

We love our country. We love her for what she has 
been and still is—the custodian of political and religious 
liberty, the cradle of the reborn Truth. All unconsciously, 
she has been an instrument in the hands of the Eternal 
God for the salvation of the last remnant of His people. 
This part of her work she has done well. 

Most men and women love freedom. But even stronger, 
in view of the urgent immediacy of human needs, is the 
craving for security. Through the ages there has been a 
constant struggle to attain and maintain both these 
ideals, but there has been little success. It is an axiom 
of Western politics that the two are incompatible; that 
planned security is the prerogative of convicts and slaves; 
that any interference with free enterprise is a threat 
to freedom, tending to place the individual completely 
in the power of the State, which cannot be trusted with 
absolute power. 

While this thesis contains a hard core of facts, there 
is no denying that it is used dishonestly by reactionaries 
to block social reforms. Free enterprise has its points; 
it has unquestionably made our country rich and power- 
ful; but free enterprise, uncontrolled, like collectivism, 
can be unscrupulous and heartless. The capitalist is as 
little to be trusted with absolute power as the politician. 

With the dark record of the past before us, is it any 
wonder that the little people, the inarticulate masses who 
bear the world’s burden of suffering, bewildered amid 
the fierce competition and heartlessness of the machine 
age, have so often bartered their birthright of freedom 
from fear; freedom of speech and freedom of religion 
for the more practical and immediate panacea of free- 
dom from want? 

It is not surprising that dictators have again and again 
mounted to power upon this universal longing for secur- 
ity. The fact that their trust has invariably been betrayed 
and their condition worsened does not lessen the need, 
nor deter the masses, if their misery be deep enough, 
from hearkening to the glowing promises of the next 
demagogue. To a starving man, ideals are likely to lose 
their luster; we ourselves would probably be no excep- 
tion. Oppressive law may be broken down violently into 
anarchy, only to teach the old, old lesson that where law 
ends, tyranny begins. 

The situation, then, is left confused. Is it true that 
freedom and security can never meet in one society? 
Are free men committed to the proposition that “to the 
victors belong the spoils”? Is there no balance of politi- 


cal or economic power which will satisfy man’s ancient 
longings for both these benefits? Yes, thank God, there 
is. But first let us draw some spiritual parallels which 
will lead us to the practical conclusion, and which we 
shall need if we expect to witness that conclusion. 

Like all the rest of the world, we were born in slavery 
—the serfdom of superstition and darkness. We grew up 
as slaves of a religious super-state, which in return for 
our freedom gave us a false security. Dwelling behind an 
iron curtain of ignorance, we were reared in the firm 
belief that ours was the complete and perfect system; 
that Heaven was assured if we but assented—an easy 
thing to do—to the teaching that a Redeemer had suffered 
and died in our stead to appease the wrath of God con- 
cerning an ancient episode in which we had no part. It 
was an absurd, revolting doctrine, transparent in its 
falsity and injustice; but we did not know that, so our 
security—most of the time—was as comforting as if real. 

But there came a day of emancipation, a day when we 
found to our dismay that we had been deceived by our 
masters, that there was a better world beyond the iron 
curtain. Aware of our chains, we learned to abhor them, 
and also that it was within our power to break them. 
Freedom, glorious freedom, was ours, but with the birth 
of freedom our imagined security dwindled. As the newly 
emancipated slave faced an unfamiliar world, cut off 
from the harsh security of his master’s house, forced 
to make his own way from henceforth, sink or swim, 
survive or perish, so we were faced with the appalling 
fact that we were now “on our own,” that we could no 
longer lean upon the merits and sacrificial death of 
Christ, that faith without works is dead, that we must 
work out our own salvation with fear and trembling. 

Confronted by this stark proposition, many have 
turned back in dismay into slavery, only to find that the 
“security” of ignorance was gone, never to return. To 
the man who has known and professed the truth of the 
living God, whether he go forward or backward, things 
can never be the same. Those who return to Egypt are 
certain to find it empty and unsatisying, and thus lose 
both this world and that to come. The few who go stead- 
ily forward find themselves increasingly free, free to 
rise to perfection of character and even to the nature of 
angels, and in the process to work out for themselves a 
security which is not that of the slave but of the worker 
together with God. 

Let us view it from another angle. As our security in 
Truth increases, our freedom of action diminishes, at 
least for a time. Having surrendered our life to the God 
who gave us our liberty from error, we are no longer 
free to do as we please, because by nature we please to 
do wrong most of the time. “The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked,” said a man of God 
who knew whereof he spoke. “The carnal mind is enmity 
to God,” wrote another master psychologist, “it is not 
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.” We 
shall find, then, that the law is contrary to our natural 
desires, and thereby comes the warfare in our members. 

But if we fight this battle successfully, we are working 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Buds of Promise 


had consulted with an oculist about new eyeglasses 

and was advised to go to her porch several times 
a day and look at the distant mountains for five or ten 
minutes. “The faraway look,” he said, “will rest your eyes 
after long hours with manuscripts and proof sheets, and 
will be better than new glasses.” The advice proved most 
beneficial. The patient could do her prosaic task better 
after looking at something distant and sublime. 

Through this short pilgrimage to our eternal home we 
need frequently to stop and look beyond the present sur- 
rounding things of life. We need that “faraway look,” a 
look at the goal toward which we journey. We have so 
much to do with earthly things that at times we forget 
there is a better time before us. The tendency is to gravi- 
tate more and more toward earthly levels. Because our 
work here is so absorbing and close at hand, so unremit- 
ting and sometimes so strenuous, we get absorbed in it to 
the extent that we often forget to read of the bright 
future and to meditate on its glories. But through all 
these cares and attractions we need to think often of the 
pleasures that await at the Father’s right hand. 

The Word of God is rich with beautiful buds of promise 
of the future home which the righteous shall enjoy, in 
their full-blown and matchless beauty. The Christian 
should never content himself merely with the thought 
that it will be good enough if only he gets it. One of the 
prime requisites is the necessity of ever keeping in mind 
the blessings of that day, lest in forgetting it we also 
slacken our diligence in the necessary work that must be 
done. Indeed, Jesus our Example was ever looking 
forward, and of Him it was written: “For the joy that 
was set before him [He] endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne 
of God” (Heb. 12: 2). The anticipation of the glory ahead 
encouraged and sustained Him. 

Salvation to every worthy one is a promise that now is 
only in the bud. But one day soon that bud will open and 
the glories of that coming Day will become a reality. The 
promise is: “But Israel shall be saved in the Lord with 
an everlasting salvation; ye shall not be ashamed nor con- 
founded, world without end. For thus saith the Lord 
that created the heavens; God Himself that formed the 
earth and made it” (Isa. 45:17, 18). Oh, to have a life 
without end, a salvation that will endure as long as the 
sun, a reward that will last as long as the ages of eternity 
continue to roll. What a reward to work for, and how 
completely we should be absorbed in attaining it. 

There is no limit to God’s ability to reward the saints. 
At present, during these world tensions, we all would 
be most happy to see war eliminated, and with it the 
results of war, such as famine, pestilence, poverty, want, 
suffering. We would delight to see sickness of every 
description forever in the past, and everyone enjoying 
robust health. These desires may appear staggering; but 
God’s promise is that they are among the first to be 
realized. 

Instead of the ravages of war, Psalm 16:11 assures 
pleasures forevermore to the citizens of God’s future 
kingdom. That is a most gracious bud of promise. Let us 


A STORY IS related about a literary worker who 


investigate. Jesus promised: “I will give unto him that 
is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely” 
(Rev. 21:6). One of the pleasures at the right hand of 
God will be the satisfying, or quenching, of life’s thirsts. 
In a sense, our thirsts are satisfied when we learn and 
receive the truth of God’s Word, for we are invited to 
come and drink of its pure waters. One of the Beatitudes 
is for the unsatisfied: “Blessed are they which do hunger 
and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled” 
(Matt. 5:6). 

In the Christian’s life, thirst is a blessed experience. 
The man who has ceased to thirst has ceased to grow. 
When one is satisfied, he has reached his limit of growth; 
then, there is no further desire for more of life and its 
blessings. The Christian life in this world is full of thirsts 
and longings; it never reaches its best possibilities. How- 
ever much knowledge we have gained, if we are really 
“living,” we are ever eager to know more. A certain 
philosopher, after a lifetime of study and research, spoke 
of himself as but a child, picking up a few bright pebbles 
on the shore, while the great deep sea still lay before him, 
unexplored. 

Without spiritual vision man finds himself a creature 
seemingly born to die, living a short, half-joyful, half- 
miserable existence upon the earth. He seems to himself 
but a chance creature in a friendless universe, and in a 
world of hostile forces which constantly threaten his 
brief life. Left to his own reasonings man can visualize 
no end to the process of birth, growth, decay and death, 
inasmuch as that process has been in operation for ages 
in the past. Without spiritual vision, life to him, therefore, 
is futile—though sometimes interesting and absorbing— 
since death ends all and forces him to leave the fruits of 
his labors to others. 

However, God has much more than this to offer. Many 
gracious promises are contained in the Word, and every 
one of these will meet its fulfillment in due course of time. 
God’s promises cannot fail. 


The Promise of Life 


The divine promise is that a better life lies ahead. That 
is the basic promise, life with which to enjoy its attendant 
blessings. Mortal life with its brevity, its distractions, 
its hazards, is not all that God can give. He has promised 
a better life, a fuller life, a life that will continue on and 
without cessation. We have the promise of God Himself. 
“And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, 
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with 
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall 
be with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 
And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all 
things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words 
are true and faithful” (Rev. 21: 3—5). This is more than 
mortal mind can take in, abundant, limitless life. God 
shall wipe away ail tears, and there shall be no more 
sorrow nor crying. There will be no more pain, and even 
death itself will be a thing unknown. Could we possibly 


June 25, 1960 


MEGIDDO 





MESSAGE 3 





be too concerned about meriting such a salvation? 

The prophet Isaiah broadcast this same glorious prom- 
ise when he said: “Strengthen ye the weak hands, and 
confirm the feeble knees. Say to them that are of a fearful 
heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come 
with vengeance, even God with a recompense; he will 
come and save you. Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then 
shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the 
dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, 
and streams in the desert... And the ransomed of the 
Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs and ever- 
lasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” 


Promises Beyond Mortal Comprehension 


We have the promise of a reward that will be “exceed- 
ing, abundantly above all that we ask or think.” We can 
think of many grand experiences that we would like to 
take part in, of royal functions that we would like to 
attend, of tours to all places of interest on this earth. 
That would be pure delight. We could ask for the most 
elegant and completely furnished home, and for the most 
ideal associations and living conditions to go with it; for 
artistic talents and gifts of accomplishment. We could ask 
for an intellect great enough to be capable of fathoming 
all the scientific knowledge currently known to mankind, 
but God will do for us exceeding, abundantly above all of 
that. What a bud of promise! “Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither hath entered into the heart of man 
the things which God hath prepared for them that love 
him.” We have seen many beautiful sights, have listened 
to soul-inspiring music, have mused on lofty and mag- 
nificent things that we would like to experience, but what 
God has prepared for the overcomer is far beyond all 
of that. 

We have the promise that our strength will be renewed 
and expanded to the vitality of immortality. We know 
very well that as each year passes, we grow older. The 
eye that was once keen and alert grows dim. It is less 
capable of collecting light and reflecting a sharp image 
to the brain. The ear no longer hears so keenly as it once 
did. The mind that once was clear, and could collect and 
classify facts and reason from cause to effect, no longer 
functions with the vigor of youth. It becomes sluggish 
and inactive and the memory becomes impaired. The 
heart deteriorates with age. The elasticity of step departs, 
and with each succeeding year, life gradually ebbs away. 
But the divine promise is: “But they that wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up 
with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; 
and they shall walk, and not faint” (Isa. 40:31). 

Should we not be stimulated to exert fullest energy to 
reach forward in righteousness, and become worthy to 
obtain these promises? We then shall be able to run with- 
out growing weary, to walk without fainting. We can 
exert ourselves without experiencing weariness or physi- 
cal discomfort. Yes, and much more. “They that wait 
upon the Lord. . . shall mount up with wings as eagles.” 
The promise of mounting up with wings as eagles covers 
much more than the ability to fly as the eagle flies. 
“Wings,” represent power, and the righteous will possess 
power far superior to the eagles. The eagle is tied to the 
thin layer of atmosphere surrounding the earth and 
cannot get away from it and live. The righteous are prom- 


ised being made equal to the angels—immortal. The 
angels are all space-men. They can navigate interstellar 
space with ease and safety. Gabriel, one of earth’s special 
heavenly visitants, appeared to Zacharias, father-to-be 
of John the Baptist, with a message. He said, “I am 
Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God.” And several 
centuries before this, when on a special mission to Daniel, 
it is said that he flew swiftly, and he needed no jet engine 
or any sort of cumbersome rocket to get him into motion 
and keep him there. He had power within himself. This 
same power is promised to them “which shall be 
accounted worthy to obtain that world.” 


After All—Eternity 


One consoling bud of promise is that after all that we 
see and experience here, is eternity. God’s service is not 
taking us down a blind alley. Neither must a life well 
lived be its own reward as consolation for major accom- 
plishment; it is a means to a much greater end. It is 
leading to eternity. An intelligent plan for daily living is 
not one continuous round of stress and tensions; but is 
interspersed with seasons of repose and relaxation. 

“After the storm that sweeps the sea; 
After the drifting to the lea; 


After the rocks and sands are passed, 
Cometh the joy of home at last. 


“After the winter, long and drear; 
After the snow-clouds disappear; 
After the winds sweet odors bring, 
Cometh the ever welcome spring. 


“After the long and toilsome day; 
After the sun’s fierce, burning ray; 
After the toiler homeward goes, 
Cometh the night and sweet repose.” 


Likewise the crosses borne by the Christian shall one 
day be laid down for a crown. 


“After the work with self is done, 

After all sin is overcome, 

After the race for life is run, 

Cometh the Master’s sweet; “Well done.” 


“After all that here we see.... 
What will there be? .. . eternity.” 


“This is the promise that he hath promised us, even 
eternal life,” said the loved apostle John. And while this 
promise is now only in the bud, what sublime delight will 
be ours when that bud blooms out into a full blown flower 
of everlasting duration! 


Buds of Promise Seen by Faith Only 


In our Christian life today we walk entirely by faith. 
Sometimes we cannot see one step ahead. We do not know 
why events in our lives shape up as they do, but the 
promise is that in that better Day we shall no longer 
see through a glass darkly, but we shall see as we are 
seen and know as we are known. That which now seems 
so mysterious will then be as plain as the noonday sun. 
Faith will be turned to sight, prayer to praise, and hope 
to glad fruition. 

Another bud of promise upon which we should lay 
great store, is that whatever our fortunes or misfortunes 
in this life, all things are working together for our good 
if only we love God and are fitting our lives into His 
eternal purpose for us. 

Among the buds of promise none are sweeter than 
the assurance that some day all evil shall stop her mouth, 
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all sin be suppressed. A day is destined to arrive when 
one could travel from one end of the earth to the other 
and never witness evil of any kind. The promise is: “The 
king of Israel, even the Lord, is in the midst of thee: 
thou shalt not see evil any more” (Zeph. 3: 15). But how 
this promise should alert us! In an age when no evil can 
exist, we ourselves shall be refused entrance if any evil 
still remains in our own hearts. God will not tolerate sin 
in us any more than in any other member of the human 
race. If we would only see the reward of the wicked and 
not experience it, we must now banish evil from our own 
lives. Then when that glorious time arrives, when all 
iniquity shall stop her mouth, we shall be among the 
favored number to live in that better new world—to wit- 
ness ecstatically the unfolding buds of promise. 

We are promised wealth. Everyone appreciates wealth 
for the many blessings that it will purchase, yet wealth 
means little without life to accompany it. We are told 
that divine wisdom holds in her left hand riches and 
honor. The wealth of the world will belong to the right- 
eous in that day. Riches will take wings and fly away to 
heaven, said the Wise Man, Prov. 23:5. These riches 
will automatically become the property of the “new heav- 
ens,” or coheirs with Christ, when He returns as King 
of the earth. The patriarch Job showed that he was 
familiar with this arrangement when he said, “This is the 
portion of a wicked man with God, and the heritage of 
oppressors. .. Though he heap up silver as the dust, and 
prepare raiment as the clay; he may prepare it, but the 
just shall put it on, and the innocent shall divide the 
silver” (Job 27: 13, 16, 17). The wealth of the world will 
belong to the righteous in that day, the innocent (the 
the pure, the righteous) shall divide the silver. And 
riches and honor once in their possession will always be 
in their possession: for wisdom holds in her right hand 
length of days in which to enjoy the blessings promised. 
She, who is the personified Wisdom of the Eternal, prom- 
ises with assurance, what the fickle world of today cannot 
offer under any conditions—wealth, that like all these 
future world blessings, is lasting. “Riches and honour 
are with me yea durable riches and righteousness” (Prov. 
8:18). 


Blessed Promises for Today 


There is a comforting promise to strengthen and 
encourage us if working Christians, as we press onward 
in the way to life: that we shall not be tried above that 
which we are able to bear; we will not be tried beyond 
our measure. “There hath no temptation taken you but 
such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will 
not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but 
will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that 
ye may be able to bear it” (I Cor. 10: 13). No temptation 
can take us but such as is common to the man earnestly 
striving for victory, and a way of escape will always be 
provided if we are doing all on our part. 

It is a glorious bud of promise that we are never left 
alone. The angel of the Lord will encamp about us and 
deliver us from all harm and evil. This promise is plainly 
revealed in Ps. 34:7, “The angel of the Lord encampeth 
round about them that fear him, and delivereth them.” 
The angels are all “ministering spirits, sent forth to 
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation” (Heb. 
1: 14). And in addition to the ministration of angels we 
have a High Priest, Jesus Christ, who can be touched 


with the feeling of our infirmity, as He was tempted in 
all points like we are, and so can help us to endure. We 
find this promise recorded in Hebrews 4: “Seeing then 
that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our pro- 
fession. For we have not an high priest which cannot 
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was 
in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” 

Christ was not born immaculate and sinless. His 
journey through life was not all smooth sailing and 
without complicating circumstances. We are tempted to 
exalt self, so was He. We are tempted to speak the 
unguarded word, so was He. We are tempted to seek the 
fair speeches of men, so was He. He does not stand above 
and beyond us, away out of our reach, but can be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities because He went 
through the same personal experiences that we go 
through (Heb. 4:15). 

Another very comforting bud of promise is that it has 
been so arranged that we can come to the throne of grace 
and receive help and assistance. We read: “Let us there- 
fore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need... So 
that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I 
will not fear what man will do unto me” (Heb. 5: 14—16; 
13:6). 

An absorbing promise bud is recorded in the 37th 
Psalm. .. Worthy mortals are promised the earth as an 
everlasting abode and possession. For the sake of empha- 
sis, the promise is repeated six times in the one chapter. 
Verse 3 bases dwelling in the land on the simple expedi- 
ent of trusting in the Lord and doing good. Verse 9 reads: 
“For evil doers shall be cut off; but those that wait upon 
the Lord, they shall inherit the earth.” Verse 11 pre- 
figured the promise that Jesus made in His first sermon: 
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth” 
(Matt. 5:5). 

Verse 22 reassures us that those blessed of the Lord 
shall inherit the earth, also reveals the doom awaiting 
those cursed of Him; they shall be “cut off.’ Verse 29 
provides what the insurance salesman would call “com- 
prehensive coverage.” It is as all-embracing as eternity 
itself: “The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell 
therein for ever.” Verse 34 repeats the promise and re- 
veals when it will become a reality: “Wait on the Lord, 
and keep his way, and he shall exalt thee to inherit the 
land; when the wicked are cut off thou shalt see it.” How 
we should strive to fit ourselves to receive these great 
and precious promises. 





NEVER DESPAIR 


Fight your way on through each storm and privation; 
Make of each barrier a power to uplift; 
E’en as the vine in its dark desolation 
Throws out its arms to each bright sunny rift, 
Making a ladder of weed and of bush, 
Up which toward heaven it may struggle and push. 


Fight your way on through each grief and each burden; 
Sweet are the blossoms which patience unfolds; 

Time in its archives guards safely thy guerdon; 
Tighten thy tendrils which faith sweetly holds, 

Dark though the day be and darker the night, 

Never a darkness but yielded to light! 


June 25, 1960 
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Above all, the Shield 


Faith fails; 
Then in the dust 
Lie failing rest and light and trust. 

So doth the troubled soul itself distress, 
And choke the fountain in the wilderness. 
I care not what your peace assails! 

The deep root is, faith fails. 


Faith fails 
When in the breast 
The Lord’s sweet presence doth not rest; 
For who believes, clouds cannot make afraid; 
He knows the sun doth shine behind the shade; 
He rides at anchor through the gales. 
Do you not so? Faith fails. 


Faith fails; 

Its foes alarm, 

And persecution’s threats disarm; 

False friends can scarcely wish it a good day, 

Before it taketh fright and shrinks away. 
When God doth guard, what foe prevails? 
Why then the fear? Faith fails. 


Faith fails; 
Else cares would die, 
And we should on God’s care rely. 
Man for the coming day doth grieve and fret, 
And all past days doth sinfully forget. 
For every beast God’s care avails; 
Why not for us? Faith fails. 


Faith fails; 
Then cometh fear, 
If sickness comes, if death is near. 
O man, why is it, when the times are bad 
And the days evil, that thy face is sad? 
How is it that thy courage quails? 
It must be this: Faith fails. 


My God! 
Let my faith be 
Living, and working actively 
With hope and joy, that death may not surprise. 
So let them sweetly close my eyes; 
The Christian’s life to death may yield— 
Hope stands; faith has the field. 


—Selected 





Whatever we long for, yearn for, struggle for and 
hold persistently in mind, we tend to become. We can 
think ourselves into inferiority by thinking downward. 


We ought to think upward; then we would grow to the 
heights. 


Thank God every morning when you get up that you 
have something to do that day which must be done, 
whether you like it or not. Being forced to work and 
forced to do your best will breed in you temperance and 
self-control, diligence and strength of will, cheerfulness 


and content and a hundred virtues which the idle never 
knew, 


The Top Shelh 


ALCUM powder in many different forms is used 

today for numerous purposes, the least of which 
is its general demand to make more intriguing, theoreti- 
cally at least, the faces of womankind. Men also use it 
after shaving and it is a component part of powders pre- 
pared to relieve foot soreness and many other juvenile 
and adult afflictions. 

To most of us, these preparations are purchased on 
the strength of some trade name signifying that they 
have been prepared by the manufacturer in which we have 
confidence. Price also enters into the equation and we 
have often wondered how there could be such a great 
variation in price between the endless assortment of 
talcum toilet products found on sale. 

A salesman for such products gave a good reason for 
this. He explained that when talcum powders are made, 
there is an interesting process which tests the product 
and separates the best from the good and the ordinary 
grades. This process includes towering passages through 
which the powder, after having been refined, is dropped. 

The impact of landing at the base of this pit further 
disintegrates the powder, which subsequently rises. It 
passes, in its rise, many benches so arranged as to catch 
it when it eventually settles. These benches, therefore, 
represent various stages in the refinement of this prod- 
uct. The best flies clear to the topmost bench, the other 
grades settle to rest on numerous other benches lower 
in the field of perfection. We never dreamed that so 
much trouble was taken to bring powder to its ultimate 
in purity and usefulness for personal use. 

Top bench powder is pure enough for use as face 
powder; other grades are good enough for still other 
uses or are further refined and put through still other 
tests; but, the best proves itself by its ability to soar 
above the inferior and earn itself a place at the top, 
where quality dominates. 

This simple test for powder helps us to appreciate 
good talcum products and makes it easier for us to 
understand why one grade should cost appreciably more 
than another. It also helps us to realize that in all 
products, as in all human activities, standards have been 
created to separate the best from the good, and the good 
from the commonplace. 

Rising to the occasion is a phrase we think of. An- 
other one is, climbing to the top of the ladder. To do 
these things, human beings also have to go through a 
refining process. Sometimes the process is one comprising 
many drops, numerous upward struggles and, finally, a 
lofty soaring into the realm for which we have prepared 
ourselves. 

If we can reach one of the topmost benches, we shall 
be a better human product, more able to be of service 
and worthy of a higher compensation. This refining 
process is often a grinding, mechanical task which in- 
cludes educational preparation, idealism, ambition and 
hard work. But we usually land where we belong, like 
the powder we have spoken of. 

An obvious spiritual lesson is herein demonstrated; a 
most fitting illustration truly of the refining process of 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Liberty and Discipline 


RESENT-DAY laxity draws the comment of a current 

observer who likens the masses to a generation of 
swimmers far out on the sea of life, lost in the chaos of 
the tempest, their guiding buoys having been carried 
away by the waves: “We are restless and discontented 
because we are marching into the infinite without know- 
ing our destination.” But he observes that there is another 
cause: “It is the inward struggle between the principle 
of liberty and the necessity for discipline.” 

This writer then uses a striking illustration, that of 
a huge coach built of old materials, with old but once- 
effective brakes which have now become completely worn 
out. The great achievements of the 19th century he 
credits to this balance between liberty and restraint; but 
now discipline is a thing of the past and the world is 
careening madly on its restless course, minus brakes. 
“The family is no longer a school of discipline for parents 
no longer dare command their children, and children 
consider independence the first of their duties. Religion 
has lost a considerable part of its influence.” 

These words are too true. The apostle Paul, you remem- 
ber, foretold for the last days a general condition of “diso- 
bedience to parents” (II Tim. 3: 2). Some have been heard 
to boast that they have no need for God in this enlightened 
age; that religion, while necessary for the ignorant, is 
not needed by the educated class. 

Such a state of mind is a menace to our society, for 
with the fall of religion and morality the doom of a nation 
is sealed. The necessity for discipline will never be out- 
grown, even if it is ignored. 

A former president of the United States, speaking 
before the State Teachers Association on “The Decay of 
Discipline” gave expression to sound thought and wise 
counsel which was not at all flattering to the modern 
practices and aims of the schoolroom. He spoke of the 
lack of organization, the defective discipline, the uncer- 
tainty of aim and, in consequence, the imperfect educa- 
tional results which our costly system of education shows. 
He said: 

“Instead of giving the pupil work to do, and hard work 
at that, and thus awakening his latent senses of duty, 
obligation and responsibility, the whole tendency of 
modern education is to give the pupil something to play 
with, and to give him his choice of games at that. It is the 
age of coddling, not of training, the age when mother’s 
darling must not be wearied, or rebuked, or otherwise 
offended. Poor darling! He enters school borne upon 
cushions of flowery ease, passes out of it in the same 
way, and is rudely awakened to the reality that life is 
not a rose-leaf pillow or a nest of thistledown. Work 
and discipline and responsibility are before him if he 
counts for anything in the world—and he has not been 
introduced to them. 

“But the chief fault, after all, is not in the school. It 
is in the home itself. The decline in the morals and 
manners that are directly referable to home training is 
one of the most depressing manifestations in American 
society. Respect for elders, respect for authority, courtesy 
for strangers and consideration for acquaintances, young 
or old, are noted and marked nowadays as exceptions. 
Formerly they were the rule. At the moment, the greatest 
danger to America lies, not in an enemy nation’s nuclear 


weapons, or armies, but in the decay of home influence 
and the increasing indifference to its value.” 

Thus petted and pampered the youth is unfitted for the 
“great open spaces” of life; undisciplined and unre- 
strained by religion, the great controller, he turns to vice 
as surely as the compass seeks the pole. Our forefathers 
who wrote of “the blessings of liberty’ were acquainted 
with discipline and self-denial; today liberty is to many 
a curse because they know not how to use it aright. 

We do not view this situation with alarm, however, 
for we are sure that ere long man will be checked, rudely 
and abruptly, in his downward course by the coming of 
Jesus to rule the world with a rod of iron—a law unbreak- 
able. By a thousand years of such rule, firm but abso- 
lutely just, the race will be taught new habits, human 
nature will be changed, so that the finished Kingdom 
of God on earth shall contain only men and women who 
have learned to rule self. Then the entire earth shall be 
“the land of the free and the home of the brave.” 





The Top Shelf 


(Continued from page 7) 
humility and the subsequent rise of those who would 
climb the Ladder of Perfection. 

It is altogether seemly and absolutely necessary for 
us to be dropped from our heights before we become 
worthy of exaltation. Mankind naturally has a high 
opinion of his own importance, his value in the scheme 
of things. In addition to his inherent egotism, it has 
been the fad and folly of educators, for a number of 
years in the past, and is at the present, to teach that 
the individuality of the child must be developed, that 
anything tending to hamper his self-expression must be 
eliminated from his training and discipline. The result 
of such education is a generation of spoiled children and 
youth who assume that the world was made especially 
for them and their pleasure. Before they become of real 
worth in the world of industry or business, they must 
needs have a succession of drops to reduce them to their 
lowest common denominator, so to speak, to make them 
fit for service to others and to realize the rights, privi- 
leges, and restrictions of decent society. 

How much more applicable is this to the life of a 
Christian! When we first learn the truth of God’s plan 
of salvation, we usually see only a small part of the 
great work ahead which is necessary to prepare us for 
our high calling. If we have been moral, honest, truth- 
ful, and a good citizen in general, we do not realize that 
we have much to do; we are pretty good individuals in 
our own eyes. But as the great plan unfolds to us and we 
begin to get X-ray views of ourselves in the great mirror 
of God’s Word, when even the motives of our heart are 
made known, when we learn to look at ourselves as God 
sees us, we then learn that we are not as good as we 
thought we were, and here we get our first drop. 

This is the refining process, and many subsequent 
drops will be necessary to bring the “old man” down 
from his throne, to reduce him to the proper state of 
humility; but when he is dethroned we can begin to rise 
and the height to which we rise will determine our 
quality. However, in this spiritual refinery there are 
no lower benches on which we may stop and call the 
work complete. All must rise to the top shelf, all must 
reach perfection. God can use only top-shelf quality 
in His Kingdom. 


June 25, 1960 
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Ways 


In the Book, many ways are spoken of: strait ways, 
crooked ways, the way of the wicked, the way of a fool, 
the way of evil men, the way of the righteous, the way of 
life and the ways of death, All these ways classify under 
just one of two heads: namely, the strait and narrow way 
which leads to life, or the broad way that leads to destruc- 
tion. The Kingdom of God is attained only by the “new 
and living way.” This is the way of righteousness in 
which is life, wrote Solomon, “And in the pathway thereof 
there is no death.” 

Valiant Christians choose the strait way. They seek 
everlasting life. The primary desire of the ordinary man, 
untaught of God, is for his own ways, for, “every way 
of a man is right in his own eyes, but the Lord pondereth 
the hearts.” Every man who professes God and chooses 
to walk in his own ways will be judged and rewarded 
according to the fruit of his doings. While this is called 
a new and living way, it is also called the old path, the 
good way, in which if we walk as did those faithful ones 
of past ages, we shall find rest for our souls (Jer. 6: 16). 

In order to do this, we must meditate in God’s pre- 
cepts and have respect unto His ways. “The way of life 
is above to the wise, that he may depart from hell 
[destruction] beneath.” If we meditate on these ways 
which are above, we shall be walking in Wisdom’s way 
which will lead to love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, faith, meekness and temperance. 

Wisdom’s way is the way in which Jesus walked, and in 
which the children of Israel were commanded to walk. 
“Therefore thou shalt keep the commandments of the 
Lord thy God, to walk in his ways and to fear him.” 
When we understand that the fear of the Lord is to hate 
evil, the evil way and the froward mouth, we learn what 
some of God’s ways are. 

In the plan of God, one of two things have been set 
before us: life and good or death and evil. It is now and 
always has been “Obey and live, disobey and die.” So 
God’s way is obedience, first, last and always. “Ye shall 
walk in all the ways which the Lord your God hath com- 
manded you, that ye may live, and that it may be well 
with you, and that ye may prolong your days in the land 
which ye shall possess.” In His pleading voice He said to 
them in Moses’ day, “O that there were such a heart in 
them, that they would fear me, and keep all my command- 
ments always, that it might be well with them, and with 
their children forever!” 

He is pleading with us today, just as tenderly as He 
did in those days, and since we know that obedience is 
God’s way and in no other way can we gain the blessings 
now and in the future, common sense dictates that we 
render that willing obedience which He requires. 

Let us walk in all His ways, serving Him with joyful- 
ness and gladness of heart for the abundance of all things, 
that it may be well with us. 





OUR MOTTO 


“Forward!” is the motto of those who seek for light; 

“Forward!” is the clarion call of heroes in the fight; 

“Forward!” is the watchword of higher, nobler life. 

“Forward!” and we conquer, though hard and long the 
strife. 


Freedom With Security 


(Continued from page 3) 
out a new and higher freedom as well as a new and 
broader security. The rewards begin in the present and 
run infinitely into God’s future. Freedom from sin brings 
a hundredfold of peace and spiritual security in this life, 
and in the world to come life everlasting. 

The secret of all this is a changed taste, a new creature. 
The old creature with his low tastes is not fit for the 
Kingdom of God, nor would he be happy there. The Chris- 
tian’s liberty would be to the worldling a galling servi- 
tude, and it should and must be vice versa. Only right- 
eousness can satisfy the individual who hungers and 
thirsts therefor. This is not natural, and a little experi- 
ence teaches us that only a few will make the change vol- 
untarily. 

The work is voluntary now; but it will not always be so. 
When the first phase of the plan of salvation is over, the 
tempo will be speeded up. Compulsion will enter the pic- 
ture. History makes it clear that man does not know 
enough to rule; but there is a God in Heaven who does. 
His ways are right beyond question or debate. Every one 
of His people has had to learn the difficult lesson that “it 
is not in man that walketh to direct his steps,” and the 
time is coming that the whole world will have to learn it 
too. But men must learn that they are not really losing 
their freedom; that there is a wide difference between 
liberty under law and license. It will be made clear that 
there is no more reason why one should be free to be 
proud or jealous or wrathful than free to murder or steal. 
It will soon become evident that freedom from these sins 
is far more satisfying than the liberty to commit them, 
both in terms of present happiness and future rewards. 
The end of it all will be full freedom and security from 
all the ancient evils: freedom from ignorance, freedom 
from disease, freedom from pain, freedom from mortality 
with all its limitations; for an age of eternal peace and 
progress has dawned and there will be no ebb tides in the 
history of the world to come. We shall be forever free to 
add without limit to our store of knowledge, to the com- 
forts and pleasures of immortality. This condition will be 
world-wide; all tastes will be changed, all will be new 
creatures, all will serve with joyfuness. At last we can 
do as we please, because all will please to do right. 

It will take a thousand years to do it, but what is that? 
To remake in a mere thousand years a race which has 
been many thousands of years in the making is the task 
of giants, the work of immortals. This is not a dream or 
a theory; it is a definite reality. It will surely come—too 
scon for some. Soon the bells of the great High Priest 
will “proclaim liberty to all the land, to all the inhabitants 
thereof.” The grave question today is, “Who shall live 
when God doeth this?” 





Something to be Remembered 


“Tf a man wishes to train for a boat-race, his trainer 
will not let him use tobacco. If he wishes to train for a 
long walk, his trainer will not let him touch a cigar. 

“Why ?—Because tobacco hurts the nerves. 

“If our boys want strong brains, steady nerves, a 
happy, healthy heart, to say nothing of a sweet breath, 
they should leave tobacco alone. Tobacco is a deadly poi- 
son, and it should be shunned by all.” 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


I am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of them 
that keep thy precepts. The earth, O Lord, is full of thy 
mercy: teach me thy statutes” (Psalms 119: 63, 64). 


Many of us naturally like companionship, and indeed 
the joy of good companionship is a pleasure not withheld 
from the Christian. If we select our companions wisely, 
choose for our associates those who fear the Lord, and 
who can lift us to higher levels in the moral and spiritual 
sphere of life, we can derive both pleasure and profit 
from our companionship. 

It is often remarked, a man is known by the company 
he keeps; and this saying is quite true. A person with 
base and perverted tastes may try to veil his true char- 
acter, but if right at home in the company of those whose 
tastes are known to be shadowy, it is a pretty true index 
of his own character. It would be useless for the young 
man who spends most of his time in a pool room, to claim 
he is working to win a university degree for good scholar- 
ship, for he is keeping the wrong kind of company. If a 
man neglects his home and family, but mixes freely and 
congenially with the degenerates who frequent the bar- 
room, it is a sure sign of his own degeneracy. 

Too often, when choosing companions, we look for 
someone just like ourselves, for one who we think will 
always agree with us, and not cross us even though we 
are in the wrong. A man who evidently had among his 
acquaintances an elderly person who took this attitude, 
wanting too much pampering for his own good, once 
wrote satirically of this friend, “After all, after a man 
has suffered at the hands of a cruel world, and taken the 
ups and downs of life in his stride for many, many years, 
is it not but fair that he should have in his employ at least 
one man whose sole duty it is to always agree with his 
boss, and feed him with flattery from morning till night?” 

Our choice of companions, so far as this life is con- 
cerned, should not be directed entirely by personal appeal, 
or because they are likeminded, or similar in tempera- 
ment. A true friend is one who has the courage to dis- 
agree with us when in the wrong, and advise us for our 
own good rather than let his sympathy or sentimentality 
cause him to agree regardless. A very wise man once 
said, “Open rebuke is better than secret love. Faithful 
are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy 
are deceitful” (Prov. 27:5, 6). And if this approach 
shows sound sense for this life, how much more so when 
applied to an honest effort to obtain the crown of life 
promised to all worthy ones! When “wounded” by such 
a faithful friend we should be able to exclaim with the 
Psalmist (141:5), “Let the righteous smite me; it shall 
be a kindness: and let him reprove me; it shall be an ex- 
cellent oil, which shall not break my head.” 

Now companionship is not a one-sided affair, but he 
that would have friends “must show himself friendly” 
(Prov. 18:24); hence if we would have God for our 
Friend we must be friendly to the great plan He has de- 
vised for our personal salvation. It is impossible to be 


friendly to a part of His plan without being friendly to 
all of it. If we are friendly with that part which calls 
for purity of heart from our brother, we must also be 
friendly with that portion which demands our own puri- 
fication. Either we are companions of God and of all 
them that fear Him, or we are not. There is no halfway 
ground. 

When commanded to fear God, the word fear, as used 
in this connection, does not mean that we are to be ap- 
prehensive or afraid of God, but rather denotes religious 
awe, reverence for Divine authority, consciousness of the 
ever-present danger of our not fulfilling our solemn cove- 
nant with the Almighty, and hence failing to merit His 
favor. Verse 63 bears out this definition, “I am a com- 
panion of all them that fear thee, and of them that keep 
thy precepts.” 

If both we and our companions fear God and keep His 
precepts we will be a mutual help to each other. The Law 
says “Cease from anger, and forsake wrath” (Ps. 37:8). 
If our companion is one who reveres God’s Word, and he 
sees us become impatient over some reverse when about 
our daily vocations—or over any provoking situation that 
might arise, for that matter—he will quickly remind us 
that great peace have they which love the law of the 
Lord, and nothing shall offend them (Ps. 119: 165). If 
We are jealous of another who prospers above us, or has 
abilities which we lack, he will point out to us our error, 
forcing home the lesson that jealousy is a fruit of the 
flesh (Gal. 5:20), and that they which do such things 
shall not inherit the Kingdom of God. And the same 
with any transgression that he sees in us; and should 
occasion demand, we will return the favor to him, consid- 
ering ourself, lest we also be tempted. 

How impressive is the thought of God’s mercy filling 
the earth, as expressed in verse 64, “The earth, O Lord, is 
full of thy mercy,” when viewed in the light of world con- 
ditions today! After centuries of man’s misrule and mis- 
appropriation of the bounties He has provided, God still 
continues to provide those bounties. Despite man’s greed, 
selfishness, barbarism, the destructive and demoralizing 
wars he has engendered, the Eternal continues to send 
the sunshine, rain, and growing seasons, causing earth 
to yield bountifully, so that apart from war-born de- 
struction there would be an abundance for all. 

God now is silent so far as His judgments are con- 
cerned, The earth and all upon it belongs to Him, yet in 
allowing man his free-will-agency He lets him misuse 
and desecrate His property as he chooses; but a Day of 
Reckoning is coming, nevertheless. He has endured with 
great “longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruc- 
tion” (Rom. 9:22) for the sake of the few who will be- 
come vessels to honor. But the time is fast approaching 
when He will come “out of his place to punish the inhab- 
itants of the earth for their iniquity” (Isa. 26:21). He 
will then clean up the earth, making it a fit abode for the 
righteous survivors, The time for His mercy to the world 
at large irrespective of character will then have ended, 
and during that glorious thousand-year Reign of Christ 
upon earth when the devil—sin and all sinners—shall be 
bound, the nations will be forced to learn righteousness. 
“For when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants 
of the world will learn righteousness” (Isa. 26: 9). 

Knowing these things before, our prayer should be, 
“Teach me thy statutes,” and our constant aim, to apply 


them to our daily life, that holier living may be the result. 





Questions and Answers 


From a correspondent in Seattle, Wash., we have 
received the following comment: 


“It is my conviction that the Government (kingdom) of 
God has already been here—in the blade stage during the 
period covered by the book of Acts. At Acts 28: 28 the blade 
stage is suspended and now we have this present Adminis- 
tration of Grace wherein (surely you discern) God is not 
governing—but that we have human government again as it 
was before the Acts period. 

“I believe that the Lord Jesus Christ will reign and be 
personally present during the one thousand year millennial 
reign. This is called the parousia of Christ. But before this 
Jesus Christ will reign from heaven during the kingdom 
or government of God. He will sit at the right hand of the 
Majesty until His enemies are made His footstool.” 


We cannot agree with this position that the kingdom 
or government of God was here during the period covered 
by the book of Acts, either in the “blade” stage, the 
“ear,” or the “full grown ear” (Mark 4: 28). During 
those years pagan Rome was at its zenith. Herod killed 
James the brother of John with the sword, Peter was 
imprisoned with the intent that his life should also be 
taken, but he was released by the angel. Stephen was 
stoned. Saul of Tarsus, yet unconverted, was carrying 
out a hate campaign persecuting the early Christians. 

After his conversion, known as Paul the Apostle, he 
also suffered persecution at the hands of the Pharisees 
who were enraged because of his changed loyalties. Five 
times Paul received “forty stripes save one,” three times 
he was beaten with rods, three times he was stoned. Forty 
men bound themselves with a curse that they would 
neither eat nor drink until they had taken his life. And 
their wrath was constant so that he was forced to spend 
the rest of his life as what we would call a “political 
prisoner.”’ And while the book of Acts ends before his 
execution, scholars agree that his course was about run 
at the end of his “two whole years” of missionary 
endeavor in “his own hired house,” under house arrest in 
Rome. How could God’s kingdom have been in operation 
under those conditions? 

Our correspondent cites Acts 28: 28, where Paul said 
the salvation of God was sent to the Gentiles, as an 
identifying point as to the presence of God’s kingdom 
or government upon earth, but that change of policy had 
already been initiated some thirty years before. At Paul’s 
conversion he was given that special assignment. Jesus 
said: “I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to 
make thee a minister and a witness both of these things 
which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I 
will appear unto thee; delivering thee from the people, 
and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee.” 
Again in Acts 14:27 Paul and Barnabas rehearsed to 
the Church all that God had done with them, “and how 
he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles.” 

The judicial death of Ananias and Sapphira, and 
Herod’s being eaten of worms when the angel of the 
Lord smote him, is mentioned as having been a new pro- 
cedure in God’s way of dealing with mankind, hence an 
evidence of the presence of His kingdom. But was it? 
There is the familiar incident when Nadab and Abihu, sons 
of Aaron, having offered strange fire before the Lord, 
the fire of God came forth and destroyed them. Also the 
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case of Korah, Dathan and Abiram, when the earth 
opened her mouth and swallowed them with all their 
company. We should recall what happened to Uzzah when 
he put up his hand to stay the ark of the Lord and touched 
a holy thing, unmindful of the long established rule that 
the ark should be handled only by its staves. We cannot 
agree that God’s government or kingdom was established 
upon earth during the period covered by the Acts of the 
Apostles, or that it could be established and then cease 
to exist. 

During Jesus’ ministry He talked much about the 
kingdom of God, but never inferred it was an accom- 
plished fact or that it would be any time in the imme- 
diate future. In Luke 19 He likened Himself to a noble- 
man going into a far coutry to receive for Himself a 
kingdom and to return. Nothing is said about ruling that 
kingdom from “the far country.” The meaning of the 
parable is obvious. 

Matthew’s account of the same parable gives Christ’s 
time to return and reckon with His servants as a “long 
time.” It was not a long time from the “ascension” to the 
era covered by the book of Acts. The events were suc- 
cessive, and did not cover much more than thirty years 
all told. 

Again, reigning from heaven, Jesus would be far 
removed from His adversaries. The parable in Luke 19 
predicts the very opposite condition: “But those mine 
enemies, which would not that I should reign over them, 
bring hither, and slay them before me.” Gabriel’s 
announcement to Mary was to the effect that her Son 
should be called Jesus; that He should be great, and 
should be called “The Son of the Highest: and the Lord 
God shall give unto him the throne of his father David; 
[which was upon earth]: and he shall reign over the 
house of Jacob forever [denoting uninterrupted conti- 
nuity,] and of his kingdom there shall be no end” (Luke 
1: 31—33). And the song of the redeemed, Rev. 5: 10, 
is to the effect that “thou hast made us to our God 
kings and priests, and we shall reign on the earth.” These 
statements leave no room for the kingdom to emerge 
on the installment basis, or to be administered from any 
point other than the earth. 

In trying to support the theory of Christ’s reigning 
from heaven our correspondent charges us with forcing 
a statement of God to do us service in connection with 
the statement of Jesus sitting on the right hand of God 
until His enemies are made His “footstool,” adding the 
words (‘the time comes for me to”). We should read 
Heb. 2:8, and note the last part of the verse: “thou hast 
put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that 
he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that 
is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things 
put under him.” Let us not try to hurry God’s hand, or 
discover His kingdom in existence upon earth until the 
time comes for that kingdom to be set up! 

Christ must return to earth, must gather His saints 
to Him, and as the “Lion of the Tribe of Judah,” must 
ride forth “conquering and to conquer,” before His enemies 
can be made His footstool. Psalms 2 projects the same 
picture. The heathen will “rage,” the people will “imagine 
a vain thing.” He will set His Son upon His holy hill of 
Zion, “Thou”—my Son—“shall dash them in pieces like 
a potter’s vessel.” From heaven? There is nothing in 
Psalms 2 to indicate any such absentee administration. 
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Let Uls be Free 


Let us be among the few, and focus the energies of our 
lives upon one great cause which is worth dying for, 
rather than wasting our efforts upon a hundred causes 
that are not worth living for. 





Let us declare our independence of ecclesiastical 
creeds, and worship in that church which will most surely 
usher us into the presence of God. 





Let us honor men on their individual character rather 
than on their bravery in battle. 


Let us declare our independence from the world and 
be a separate and peculiar people to live a nobler life, to 
accept a divine ideal. Then we shall realize the hundred- 
fold in this life promised by Jesus, and in the world to 
come life everlasting. 





Let us declare our independence from sin. 


eaten 
ae 


Let us no longer be a slave to our desires, and, as Paul 
said, “Forgetting those things which are behind and 
reaching forth unto those things which are before.” 


Let us “press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 
Thus shall we become free. 
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